
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CASE NO: 2021-015089-CA-01 
SECTION: CA43 
JUDGE: Michael Hanzman 

In re: 

Champlain Towers South Collapse Litigation. 

________________________________________/ 

RECEIVER’S MOTION TO APPROVE LIQUIDATED CLAIMS 

Receiver, Michael I. Goldberg (the “Receiver”), pursuant to Rule 4 of the Complex 

Business Litigation Rules, files this Motion to Approve Liquidated Claims1 and states as follows: 

Background 

1. This case arises out of the tragic collapse of the Champlain Towers South 

Condominium (the “Condominium”) on June 24, 2021. 

2. Through the oversight of the Court and the teamwork of the Receiver, the Mediator, 

and the unbelievably talented team of Plaintiffs’ lawyers, a settlement fund of approximately $1.1 

billion (the “Settlement Fund”) has been amassed for the benefit of the victims of this tragedy.   

3. On May 27, 2022, the Court entered an Order Issuing Claim Forms whereby the 

Court approved the form of claim forms to be used in this case and set a deadline of July 18, 2022 

by which victims had to file claims with the Receiver in order to be eligible for compensation from 

the Settlement Fund. 

4.  In connection with the claims process, the Court approved three claim forms whereby 

victims could avoid hearings and claim a liquidated amount of damages.  First, the Court approved 

1 The Receiver will be filing shortly his Second Omnibus Objection to Claims and Motion to Strike 
Claims for those remaining claims that he believes should be disallowed and stricken by the Court. 
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a liquidated claim option on the Wrongful Death Claim Form whereby statutory survivors could 

accept a $1 million claim in lieu of a hearing.  Second, the Court approved a liquidated Personal 

Injury Simple Claim Form whereby personal injury claimants could accept a $50,000 claim in lieu 

of a hearing.  Third, the Court approved a Personal Property/Contents Simple Claim Form whereby 

claimants guests and short term tenants who lost personal property could accept a $10,000 claim 

and whereby long term tenants in which the building was their primary residence could accept a 

$50,000 claim in lieu of a hearing.   In accordance with that order, numerous claims were filed.   

4. In early August, the Receiver filed Receiver's First Omnibus Objection to Claims 

and Motion to Strike Claims objecting to hundreds of claims the Receiver believed to be 

fraudulent.  On August 25, 2022, the Court entered an order sustaining the Receiver's objection to 

all but one claim.2

5.   The Receiver has reviewed analyzed the remaining claims filed in the case along 

with the assistance of his accountant. Specifically, attached hereto as Exhibit "A" is a list of the 70 

Personal Injury Simple Claims which the Receiver believes should be allowed.  Attached hereto 

as Exhibit "B" are the 31 Personal Property Contents Claims which the Receiver believes should 

be allowed.  Attached hereto as Exhibit "C" are the 19 Liquidated Wrongful Death Claims which 

the Receiver believes should be allowed (the "Allowed Claims")3

6.  The Receiver believes that the Allowed Claims are in compliance with the Court's 

parameters set forth in the Settlement Agreement and Claims Administration Process and should 

be approved by the Court.  

2  The one claim not stricken was deemed not fraudulent, but was withdrawn. 
3 The Allowed Claims shall be subject to offset for each claim's pro rata share of professional fees 
and expenses awarded by this Court in its Order on Class Counsel's Motion for Attorney's Fees
dated August 29, 2022.  
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Legal Argument 

The Settlement Agreement approved by the Court governs the claims procedure in this 

matter. Section 5.2 of the Settlement Agreement provides that “[a] Settlement Class Member will 

be entitled to a Monetary Award as set forth in this Settlement Agreement and the Claims 

Administration Process if (a) such Settlement Class Member timely submits a Claim Form in 

accordance with the Claims Administration Process and this Settlement Agreement, and (b) the 

Claims Administrators determine that the Settlement Class Member is eligible for a Monetary 

Award in accordance with the Claims Administration Process and this Settlement Agreement.” 

Thus, based on this language, a claimant must be a “Settlement Class Member” in order to  qualify 

for a Monetary Award.4

Section 1.1.1 of the Settlement Agreement states “Settlement Class” means all (a) Unit 

Owners, (b) Invitees, (c) Residents, (d) persons who died or sustained any personal injury 

(including, without limitation, emotional distress) as a result of the CTS Collapse, (e) persons or 

entities who suffered a loss of, or damage to, real property or personal property, or suffered other 

economic loss, as a result of the CTS Collapse, (f) Representative Claimants, and (g) Derivative 

Claimants (emphasis added). Accordingly, there is a causation requirement that the claimant have 

incurred damage “as a result of the CTS Collapse” to be eligible for a Monetary Award. 

Based on a review of all available evidence, the Receiver believes that the claimants listed 

in the attached exhibits qualify to be a member of the Settlement Class and are eligible for a claim 

in accordance with the claims procedure established by the Court. 

4 Section 2.1.91 states “Monetary Award” means an award for the payment of money from the 
Settlement Fund to a Settlement Class Member as set forth in this Settlement Agreement and 
pursuant to the Claims Administration Process. 
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WHEREFORE, the Receiver respectfully requests the Court to enter an order approving 

the claims set forth on Exhibits "A", "B" and "C" attached hereto and grant such other relief as is 

just and proper.   

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Michael I. Goldberg
Michael I. Goldberg, Esq. 
Florida Bar Number: 886602 
AKERMAN LLP 
201 E. Las Olas Boulevard, Suite 1800 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301-2999 
Tel:  (954) 463-2700 
Fax: (954) 463-2224 
Email: michael.goldberg@akerman.com
Secondary Email: charlene.cerda@akerman.com

Court-Appointed Receiver 

Date:  September 8, 2022 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on September 8, 2022, a copy of the foregoing was 

electronically filed with the Clerk of Court by using the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal and a copy 

of same was furnished to all counsel of record through the Florida Court’s E-Filing Portal. 

By: s/ Michael I. Goldberg 
          Michael I. Goldberg 
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