
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO: 2021-015089-CA-01
SECTION: CA43
JUDGE: Michael Hanzman

In Re: Champlain Towers South Collapse Litigation

Plaintiff(s)

vs.

N/A

Defendant(s)
____________________________/

FURTHER ORDER ON CLAIMS HEARING PROCEDURES

This cause came before the Court sua sponte and pursuant to Plaintiffs’ “Motion for Status 
Conference Regarding Claims Hearings” (D.E. 840).  It is hereby ORDERED:

On June 21, 2022, the Court entered its “Order Establishing Tentative Claims Hearing 
Procedures” (D.E. 844).

1. 

That Order laid out “tentative procedures that are flexible and open for discussion” and asked 
counsel to be prepared to discuss those tentative procedures and all aspects of the claims 
process at the June 23, 2002, Fairness Hearing so that the Court could make any appropriate 
revisions/modifications of that tentative protocol.  (Id. at ¶ 8.)

2. 

 At the Fairness Hearing, counsel suggested that the Court revisit its tentative ruling that the 
claims process hearings would be conducted in open court and in public.  No party objected 
to making the claims process hearings private and all counsel queried fully supported making 
this change to the tentative process.

3. 

The Court is mindful that judicial proceeding should, absent extraordinary circumstances, be 
conducted in open court and in public.  The Parties are correct, however, that the Court is 
conducting the claims process hearings in the capacity of Claims Administrator pursuant to 
Article 5 of the In re: Champlain Towers South Collapse Litigation Class Action Settlement 
Agreement, for which the Court granted final approval pursuant to the Final Order and 
Judgment entered on June 24, 2022, and the claims process hearings are not judicial 
proceedings. 

4. 

The Court has great respect for the privacy concerns of the victims that will be making their 
claims presentations and will be discussing intimate details on sensitive topics including 
medical and mental health conditions.

5. 

Case No: 2021-015089-CA-01 Page 1 of 12

Filing # 152203498 E-Filed 06/27/2022 08:47:53 AM



Therefore, the Court finds that good cause has been shown to close the claims hearings to the 
public and make them private and confidential. 

6. 

For each claims hearing, only the following persons may attend without express Court 
authorization:

7. 

the claimant whose claim is being heard (either the claimant or the decedent’s personal 
representative);

a. 

that claimant’s hearing counsel;b. 

individuals invited by that claimant to serve as witnesses or for emotional support; andc. 

Court personnel and other persons assisting the Court with the claims process.d. 

Further, the Court orders that the supportable and reasonable estimate of damages 
described in paragraph 7 of its Order Establishing Tentative Claims Procedures and the 
documentation supporting that estimate shall be submitted to the Court no later than five (5) 
calendar days before the claims process hearing is to be heard.

8. 

Costs spent in furtherance of an individual claim (i.e. costs for medical records, 
demonstratives, expert costs, etc.) shall be borne by the individual claimant. 

9. 

     10.    Any interested party objecting to the Court’s claims hearing procedures, including its 
decision to close these      claims hearings to the public, shall file an objection setting forth the 
grounds for it within ten (10) days.

DONE and ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida on this 27th day of June, 
2022.

2021-015089-CA-01 06-27-2022 8:39 AM
Hon. Michael Hanzman

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
Electronically Signed

 

No Further Judicial Action Required on THIS MOTION

CLERK TO RECLOSE CASE IF POST JUDGMENT

Electronically Served:
Aaron Jacobs, ajacobs@butler.legal
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