
 

 

 
62745865;1 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 11TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR  
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 
CASE NO: 2021-015089-CA-01 
SECTION: CA 43 
JUDGE: Michael Hanzman 
 
In re: 
 
Champlain Towers South Collapse Litigation. 
________________________________________/ 

 
NOTICE OF FILING OBJECTIONS TO ALLOCATION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

 
Michael I. Goldberg, Receiver for the Champlain Towers South Condominium 

Association, Inc., hereby files the following Objections to the Allocation Settlement Agreement 

received by email on March 23, 2022: 

1.  Deborah Soriano  

2.  Raysa M. Rodriguez 

3.  Alfredo Lopez 

4.  Marian Smeraldi-Lopez 

5.  Jay Miller 

6.  Myra Cruz1 

Dated: March 23, 2022  Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Michael I. Goldberg    
Michael I. Goldberg, Esq. 
Florida Bar Number: 886602 
Email: CTSReceivership@akerman.com  
Court-Appointed Receiver 
AKERMAN LLP 
201 E. Las Olas Boulevard, Suite 1800 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301-2999 
Tel:  (954) 463-2700 
Fax: (954) 463-2224 

 
1 The Receiver previously filed an unsigned copy of Ms. Cruz' Objection with the Court on March 22, 2022. The 
attached Objection is the same as that previously filed, but contains Ms. Cruz' signature.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that on March 23, 2022, a copy of the foregoing was electronically 

filed with the Clerk of Court by using the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal and furnished a copy of 

same to all counsel of record through the Florida Court’s E-Filing Portal. 

 

By: s/ Michael I. Goldberg    
                Michael I. Goldberg 



March 22, 2022 
 

Via UPS Overnight  
Clerk of the Circuit Court  
Miami-Dade County Courthouse  
73 West Flagler Street, Room 133 
Miami, Florida 33130 
 

IN RE: CHAMPLAIN TOWERS SOUTH COLLAPSE LITIGATION  
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR  
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA  
CASE NO.: 2021-015089-CA-01 

   
Dear Judge Hanzman: 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. My name is Deborah Soriano, I am 
a survivor from Champlain Tower South, apartment 1105. For the last 9 months, 
since the collapse, I have been quiet regarding our situation, pretty much just 
waiting to see an outcome. I am not the outspoken type, but this time, I don’t know 
how I can remain silent. 
 
The following objection is in response to the Preliminarily Approved Allocation 
Settlement Agreement in the instant action.  According to this Court’s Order 
Preliminarily Approving Allocation Settlement Agreement dated March 6, 2022, 
this Court indicated that the proposed Allocation Settlement Agreement appears 
to be fair and reasonable to all parties involved.  However, there are several issues 
related to the Agreement, that have not been addressed previously, which I ask 
this Court to consider: 
 

 The Allocation Settlement Agreement was negotiated at a time when all 
parties were under the mistaken belief that the collapse was solely caused 
by poor building maintenance. Subsequent discovery revealed that the 
construction work performed by Terra Group and its subcontractors caused 
substantial damage to the building. This mistaken belief affected the 
negotiations and each party’s ability to advocate on behalf of their 
client/class. 
 

 The Allocation Settlement Agreement, despite substantial progress in the 
Court docket, was negotiated, drafted, and preliminarily approved without 
the benefit of full discovery.  In this respect, I am asked to agree to an 
amount without any knowledge of the pool of resources.  

 
 I am also unable to gauge the fairness of the Allocation Settlement 

Agreement because we are deprived of all ability to review the Settlement 
Agreements that have already been executed in this case.  Assuming the 
Court approves the instant Allocation Settlement Agreement, wrongful 
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death victims will be able to point to the subject Allocation Settlement 
Agreement as an indicator of their agreement’s worth or fairness. I, in turn, 
have no way to gauge the Allocation Settlement Agreement with respect to 
existing Settlement Agreements.  

 
 The Allocation Settlement Agreement is premised on a $95 million dollar 

appraisal which is far below fair market value. The fair market value of the 
land today is $120 million dollars. This fair market value still does not take 
into consideration the fact that several owners paid premiums for their unit 
views and invested a substantial amount of money in property 
improvements.  

 
While I understand that this Court is in an extremely difficult position, there appears 
to be a large discrepancy in bargaining power between those victims who “only” 
suffered economic loss, and the families of wrongful death victims. This is further 
exacerbated by the fact that I, and other victims, are continuously referred to as 
“economic loss owners” instead of victims in court proceedings and filings. While 
we have been addressed as the “property loss” group, I can assure you that this 
is significantly more than property loss. We are humans, with feelings, like the rest 
of the world.  We are victims. The trauma and suffering we faced, and continue to 
face, cannot fairly be reduced to a characterization of “economic loss owners.” 

 
I know how lucky I am to have survived this horrible tragedy. But we lost more than 
property. I lost my ability to fall asleep, to socialize, to focus, to have peace of mind, 
and to be optimistic about my future and my family’s future. It’s crazy that I even 
consider myself “lucky” when I was awake during the collapse, escaped from the 
11th floor, and witnessed the aftermath of the collapse, surrounded by people who 
I consider friends and family. This tragic event made me realize how detached I 
am from the material side of it. I don’t need my watch, my jewelry, or my 
possessions. I need my life back. I am a small business owner, who worked my 
whole life to give my kids an education, and to be able to buy a piece of property 
where I could live for the rest of my life, without having to stress about my future. 
Therefore, my peace of mind is gone, I am officially homeless, and have no idea 
how I will ever be able to purchase a home again. 

  
Being an immigrant, living here since 1985, I am always amazed by what this 
country has given me, but now, I am really confused about the meaning of justice. 
We teach our kids to always speak the truth, to stand up for what they believe in, 
to never make decisions based on fear, and here I am. Quiet for the last 9 months, 
not standing up for what I believe is right, and making decisions based on fear. 
Fear of saying the wrong thing and being punished. Fear of making the wrong 
move and being more punished, and fear of never being able to get my life back 
on track. What have we done wrong? No one in that building would have put their 
lives, or their families lives in danger, never. 
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I will be 60 years old, and this matter has exhausted me to my limits. I am only 
writing to you because I feel an obligation to my children. Surviving this tragedy 
and being quiet would be a waste. We don’t have enough facts in order to make 
an educated decision about our future. If I were younger, and had unlimited funds, 
I would fight until I couldn’t fight any more. But now, at this age, who wants to take 
the risk and be left with even less? 
 
The wrongful death claimants deserve to get what they can get. I don’t believe any 
of us survivors disagree with that. But why should it be taken from us? What was 
our crime? Why are we being excluded from the sale of the land and the insurance 
claims? We feel for them, not one of us can even begin to imagine what they are 
going through by losing family members or loved ones in this collapse. If we are 
living a horror story, their horror story has been magnified with no limits. We are 
alive, and I pinch myself every day for how lucky I am, but with all due respect, we 
really need help. This is not a complaint, nor an accusation to anyone. I thought it 
was my responsibility to say what I believe in. 
 
I recognize that this Court has everyone’s best interest in mind when seeking a 
speedy resolution.  However, we deserve our day in Court.  We deserve to make 
an informed decision regarding any Allocation Settlement Agreement.  The desire 
to finalize our litigation, and focus on the wrongful death victims, is not a flawed 
one.  However, it should not come at our expense.  
 
Therefore, I am respectfully objecting to the Preliminary Approved Allocation 
Settlement Agreement.  This objection should not be construed as an intention to 
opt out of any settlement.  Thank you for your attention and care.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Soriano, Deborah Soriano Revocable Living Trust Apt. 1105 
 











IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA  
CASE NO: 2021-015089-CA-01 SECTION: CA 43  
JUDGE: Michael Hanzman  
 
In re: Champlain Towers South Collapse Litigation 

 
Statement 
OBJECTION TO ALLOCATION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT  
 
JAY MILLER, CTS Resident Unit #303- Statement for Court, March 30,2022 
 
Prior to moving into CTS and taking up residency in Surfside, FL, I was a College 
Professor and College Dean in the Philadelphia area for over 35 years. In planning my 
retirement, I invested my savings into a condo on the beach and spent another 
$100,000 on upgrades and improvements.  I am here today only because I made a 
decision to leave CTS on June 15, two weeks earlier than I had originally planned for an 
out-of-state trip.  If I hadn’t made that decision, I would have been in the section that 
collapsed resulting in the deaths of 98 residents and visitors.  
 
During the months that followed I mourned the deaths of friends, neighbors and 
acquaintances.  I attended funerals with multiple caskets and could not think about 
anything important beyond the collapse and the loss of life.    
 
Since the collapse I have attended every zoom Court hearing, participated in chat list 
with fellow surviving victims.  Early in the process I understood that the members of the 
Wrongful Death Class Action were entitled to high levels of compensation for their 
losses. The loss of 98 lives remains unimaginable.   We all agree no amount of money 
will restore what the Wrongful Death heirs lost—sons, daughters, mothers, fathers. 
Three families I knew well, lost family members from two and three generations. 
Families were destroyed. Almost all my neighbors on my floor perished.  I only lost 
material possessions and this Court has reminded me that I should be grateful to be 
alive. I do not need a reminder.  I am grateful.  
 
As I followed the court proceedings and engaged in zooms with the class action lawyers, 
it became apparent to me that as the case progressed something was amiss.  Some 
decisions were being made based on erroneous statements often with no evidence 
provided. Florida State Laws governing condos were being cited to the exclusion of 
other decisions governing condos. It appeared to me that the Court had a 
predetermined outcome for this case 
 
This past week I signed the UNIT OWNERS' OBJECTION TO ALLOCATION SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT.  I support and agree with all statements in the document. 



 
While I could elaborate on all the points where I believe the Economic Loss Survivors 
were being shortchanged resulting in an unfair mediation agreement proposal, I will 
focus on one example, one which I found particularly egregious, i.e., the alleged 
negligence of the Condo Board as a contributing factor to the collapse of the building.   
  
This statement is so far from reality that it borders on the absurd and yet it was used as 
the basis for the Proposed Settlement Agreement and triggering FL 718.119(2) at the 
same time marginalizing the counter argument of the Florida Business Judgment Rule, 
which would remove condo board liability.  
 
As an involved CTS resident, I was aware of the on-going obstacles to implement 
building assessments. At the time of the collapse, the Board was successfully fighting to 
turn around past objections to assessments and to restore the building.  The Board 
addressed the deficiencies identified by the consulting engineers and inspectors and 
brought in the Town of Surfside building inspector to validate those findings. If anything, 
the Board should be receiving commendations for their indefatigable and conscientious 
efforts to avoid calamity. Instead, they became a target for those in search of 
compensation. This trope that the Board contributed to the collapse of CTS has been 
adopted by the Wrongful Death mediators and the Court.  
 
There is little evidence that the Association or the residents were a contributing cause of 
the collapse.  If it were true that they were responsible, those who perished in the 
disaster would be equally responsible for contributing to their own deaths, which could 
possibly raise questions regarding future payments to the Wrongful Death claimants. 
 
The Board is now in the hands of the Receiver, who is using the obscure FL 718.119 to 
coerce survivors into accepting a lowball offer with the added benefit of release from all 
future claims (not an inconsequential offer). Will this tactic work?  Of course, it will.  The 
court has cleverly found a way to coerce survivors by applying a law that empowers the 
Court to relieve us of our largest asset—the true and full value of our condos.  No one 
wants to live with the fear of losing even more of their assets after losing everything 
they worked for and owned in the condo collapse.  
 
I am asking the court to reconsider the allocation of funds as suggested in our UNIT 
OWNERS' OBJECTION TO ALLOCATION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT LETTER submitted 
Monday March 21,2022. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jay Miller 
CTS Unit #303 






